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WHERE IT BEGAN ...

1925 PLOT of LAUDERDALE HEIGHTS

1920's + 1930's PURCHASES
LOTS 24-28 &
33, 35, 37, 39

2004 PURCHASE
LOT 29



WHO BEGAN IT ...

MARTIN J O'BRIEN



In the late 1920’s, Martin purchased the land 
at Lauderdale as a fishing cottage.

His best friend, Frank Roeder, bought the neighboring lots 
and built a house. Frank’s descendants, the Slingerlands, still 

own the property and the original house in 2025.

The Lower lots, were purchased October 12, 1929 just days 
before the stock market crash that begin October 24, 1929.

In the 1930s, Martin abandoned Lauderdale and
began vacationing at the Crawling Stone Lodge in 

Minocqua, Wisconsin, alongside other Chicago
politicians. Owned by Bill Yeschek, the lodge became a 
regular retreat for Martin and his family until his untimely 

passing there in 1940.

Decades later, in 1986, Mike Divane met Bill Yeschek at the 
University of Wisconsin. After a few months of friendship, 

they uncovered the connection between their 
great-grandfathers.



a

DEED FROM 1929



MARTIN J. O’BRIEN
MAY 10, 1873 – JULY 6, 1940



THE STORIES CONTINUES ...

After the death of  Martin J. O'Brien, the property was 
deeded to his son, Martin E. O'Brien. 

1948 | the property was deeded to Eleanor Divane, Martin 
E O'Brien's sister.

1948 | Eleanor deeded the property to her husband, Daniel 
Divane.

1951 |  Eleanor and her sister, Clara, died within hours of 
each other.

1962 | Following the death of Daniel J. Divane, Jr, the 
property was deeded to his son, Daniel J. Divane, III and 
daughter, Eleanor Monti (Valvassori)

1967 | Daniel + Eleanor deeded 1/3 of the property to John 
Divane.

1972 | After the death of Daniel J. Divane, III, Daniel’s share 
of the property was purchased by John and Eleanor.

1995 | John and Eleanor split the property. Eleanor took the 
upper lots (24-28) with "The Cottage". John + Sue 
(Bernadette) took possession of the lower lots (33,35,37,39).
 
1996 | John and Sue built "Lindmer" on the lower lots.

2004 | Eleanor Valvassori purchased lot 29

2016 | Eleanor deeded her property to her children.  And 
then her children, sold the property to Sue Divane (Lots 24-
29).   “The Cottage” was torn down.



1971 | MIKE + MARY 1976 | STERLINGWORTH
PATTY, MARY, TIM + MIKE

SUE + JOHN

MARY, PATTY, TIM + MIKE PATTY

FUN AT LAUDERDALE IN 1970’S

1977



PICTURES OF “THE COTTAGE”



PICTURES OF “THE COTTAGE”



PICTURES OF “THE COTTAGE”



PICTURES OF “THE COTTAGE”
2016



The Boats over the Years

The Green Boat 
1974

(Mike, Tim, John)

First Pontoon
“Sweetwater”

1994

Mastercraft
1988

Criss Craft
Picture from 1960
(John and Friend)



Lower Lot before Lindmer
1993



Lindmer Est. 1996







July 4
2021

Johnny Anna Molly Maria Mike Mary Mike Mc Katie Ryan Erin Kevin
Tommy Maddie Brian Charlie Patty Sue (Grandma) Tim Moria Shannon Garrett

Fredrick (Dog)
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