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WHERE IT BEGAN ...

1925 PLOT of LAUDERDALE HEIGHTS

LOTS 24-28 &
33, 35, 37, 39

2004 PURCHASE

LOT 29

H ught s

ale Lake
Lagmngt TP USalworth Co USfis.

Lauwderdale

Localed at Liauderd

230108

Nomber




WHO BEGANIT ...

MARTIN J O'BRIEN

Born in Chicazo.

Martin J. O’'Brien had a long career
in Chicago politics. He was born in
Chicago in 1872 and was educated in
the public schools.

In 1911 he was made a clerk in the
office of County Clerk Robert M.
Sweitzer. At about the same time he
became ward committeeman of the
29th ward, one of the most important
in the city from the standpoint of
Democratic strength.

O'Brien was given his first big job
in the organization about 1927 by the
late George Brennan. He was made
chairman of the Cook county central
committee, and in this capacity
worked for the election of Mayor Wil-
liam E. Dever in 1923. From 1923 to
1927 he was city controler.




In the late 1920’s, Martin purchased the land
at Lauderdale as a fishing cotftage.

His best friend, Frank Roeder, bought the neighboring lots
and built a house. Frank’s descendants, the Slingerlands, sfill
own the property and the original house in 2025.

The Lower lots, were purchased October 12, 1929 just days
before the stock market crash that begin October 24, 1929.

In the 1930s, Martin abandoned Lauderdale and
began vacationing at the Crawling Stone Lodge in
Minocqua, Wisconsin, alongside other Chicago
politicians. Owned by Bill Yeschek, the lodge became a
regular retreat for Martin and his family until his untimely
passing there in 1940.

Decades later, in 1986, Mike Divane met Bill Yeschek at the
University of Wisconsin. After a few months of friendship,
they uncovered the connection between their
great-grandfathers.

LAUDERDALE

The FRomantic Heart ?fj_ Wisconsins
Beau{:ﬁ«! Lake” Pegion ;

Ideal for Hhe J'im:we;: Home
| Be It Mansion or Coffage |

| TWO HOURS FROM CHICAGO |




DEED FROM 1929

424

WARRANTY DEED

| NUMBER |
This Indenture, e s 12¢h day of October LAD,e 29 SuaSes
between Emma Loulse Swan, of Elkhorn, Walworii County, Wisconsin (EEATOR
part ¥  of the first part. and
Martin J. O'Brien of 7851 Congress Street, Chicago, Cook County, Illinois,
part ¥ of the second part.
WITNESSETH, That the sald part ¥ of the first part, for and in conzideration of thwe sum of
One dollar and other good and valuable consideration
to her in hand patd, by thesald part 'y of the second part, the receipt whereof is hereby confessed and acknowledged ha8  glver,
grantad, bargeined, sold, remilsed, released, slier.ed, conveyed and confirnied, and by these presents do €8 give, grant, bargain, sell, romise, release, allen,
convey and confirm unio the sald part ¥ of the second part. hi hetrs and aasigns forever, the following de.cribed real estate,
situated in the Oounty of Wa worth, and State of Wisconsin, to-wit:
Lots nunbered Thirty-three (33) and Thirty-five (35) of Lauderdale

Heights, located at Lauderdale Lakes, LaGrange, Tovmship, County and
State aforesaid, according to Plat thereof, recorded in Volume Eight

il (8) of Plats, pages 220-23 Walworth County records.

TOGETHER with all and singular the hereditaments and appurtenances thereunto belonging or in any wise apperiaining: and a!l the estate, right,
title, interest, clalm or demand whatsoever. of the said part ¥ of the first part, elther in law or squity, elther in possession or expectancey of, inand o the
above bargained premises, and their heraditaments and appurtenances.

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said premises as above described  ='th the hereditements and appurtenances untothesald part §  of the second part,
and to his hioirs and assigns FOREVER

AND THE SAID  Emza Louise Swan

for herself and her helrs. pxecutors and parninistrators, do @8 covenant, grant, bargain and agroe to and with the sald part §  of the

i second part, his heirs end assigns, that at the time of the ensealing and delivery of these prosents
It she is well seized of the premises above described as of & good, sure, parfect, absolute and Indafeasible estate of Inheritence
{ in the law, in fee simple, and that the same ars free and clear from all ln‘w:\. nbrances whatever,
i
i
H
i and that the above bargained promises In the quist and peaceabla
{ possession of tihe sald part Yy of the secend part, his Lelrs and assigns, against all and every perscn or persons lawfully claiming
! the whole or any part thereof, she will forevor WARRANT AND DEFEND.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the sald part §¥  of the first part ha § hereunto set her hand andseal this 12th
I
diyot October .A.D,10 29 _
SIGNED AND SEALED IN PRESENCE OF ) Emma Loulse Swan {HEAL)
| SEAL
| Theodora Walbrant (AL
Thelma Olsen (SEAL)
(BEAL)
STATE OF WISCONSIN, }5
' Walworth County.
Parscmally came before me, this 12th day of October A.D., 1029
theabove named Emma Loulse Swan
to me known to be the person who executed the foregoing iustrument and acknowledged the same.
w | eocdora Walbrant
bt Received for Record this 19th day of L o
E i Notary Public Walworth County, Wis.
ot 1 November A.p.,1829.at 2 odoeclP, M.
| My Comumission explres  Jan. 20, A.p,18 30

F. G, Holnes xegmar.j



MARTIN J. O'BRIEN
MAY 10, 1873 — JULY 6, 1940

lShock Is Fatal
- After Rescue
- tn Wisconsin

(Picture on page 3.)

Minocqua, Wis., July 6 [Speciall.—
Martin J. O'Brien, public administra-
tor of Chok
county and
one of Chi:
cago’'s vet-
eran Demo-
cratic lead-

ers, died
this eve-
ning after
he had

been res-
cued from
drowning in
Crawling
Stone lake,
15 mlles
west of Min-
ocqua.

Death was
at t ributed M@r loeates seene of Martin

4. (Brien's Death.

to a heart
attack provoked by shock and ex-
posure. He was 68 years old.
O'Brien and two cother Illinois
Democratic leaders had been brought
ashore thru the heroic efforts of an
Indian guide, John St. Germaine,
after a boat capsized with them
about 1,000 feet from the east end of
the lake. John J. Hallihan of East
St. lL.ouis, director of the state de-
partment of edvcation and registra-
tion, and Arthur O'Brien, secretary
io Gov. Henry Horner, were the

others rescued.
IMalllhan's Manditlan Soarinna

VDI T IV RTINS

MARTIN O’BRIEN’S
BODY IS BROUGHT
TO CHICAGO HOME

The body of Martin J. O'Brien,
| public administrator of Cook county
and a west side Democratic leader
' for many years, was returned to Chi-
lcago last night from Minoequa, Wis,,
i where he had a summer home. He
| died Saturday night, supposedly of a
| heart attack, after he was rescued
from drowning when a small boat cap-
{sized in Crawling Stone lake, about
(15 miles west of Minocqua. He was
| BT years old.

John J. Hallihan of East St. Louls,
| state director of education and regis-
| tration, and Arthur P. O’'Brien, secre-
jtury to Gov. Henry Horner, who were
| rescued with Martin O'Brien, by John
| St. Germaine, an Indian guide, were

under the ecare of physicians. Each
was reported by his wife to be recu.
perating. Martin O'Brien and Ar-
thur P. O'Brien were not related.
| Mr. O'Brien leaves a son, Martin E.
O'Brien, and two daughters, Mrs, G, H.
| Richards and Mrs. Daniel Divane. His
| daughters were with him at his sum-
{ mer home, Mr. O'Brien lived in Chi-
lcagn} at 3851 Congress street.
— —




THE STORIES CONTINUES ...

After the death of Martin J. O'Brien, the property was
deeded to his son, Martin E. O'Brien.

1948 | the property was deeded to Eleanor Divane, Martin
E O'Brien’s sister.

1948 | Eleanor deeded the property to her husband, Daniel
Divane.

1951 | Eleanor and her sister, Clara, died within hours of
each other.

1962 | Following the death of Daniel J. Divane, Jr, the
property was deeded to his son, Daniel J. Divane, Il and
daughter, Eleanor Monti (Valvassori)

1967 | Daniel + Eleanor deeded 1/3 of the property to John
Divane.

1972 | After the death of Daniel J. Divane, lll, Daniel’s share
of the property was purchased by John and Eleanor.

1995 | John and Eleanor split the property. Eleanor took the
upper lots (24-28) with "The Cottage". John + Sue
(Bernadette) took possession of the lower lots (33,35,37,39).
1996 | John and Sue built "Lindmer" on the lower lofts.

2004 | Eleanor Valvassori purchased lot 29

2016 | Eleanor deeded her property to her children. And

then her children, sold the property to Sue Divane (Lots 24-
29). “The Coftage” was torn down.



FUN AT LAUDERDALE IN 1970'S

1976 | STERLINGWORTH
PATTY, MARY, TIM + MIKE

1971 | MIKE + MARY

1977

MARY, PATTY, TIM + MIKE PATTY




PICTURES OF “THE COTTAGE"
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PICTURES OF "THE COTTAGE"
2016




The Boats over the Years

Criss Craftf
Picture from 1960
(John and Friend)

The Green Boat
1974
(Mike, Tim, John)

Mastercraft
1988

First Pontfoon
“Sweetwater”
1994




Lower Lot before Lindmer
1993




1996
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July 4
2021

Johnny Anna Molly Maria Mike Mary Mike Mc Katie Ryan Erin Kevin
Tommy Maddie Brian Charlie Patty Sue (Grandma) Tim Moria Shannon Garrett
Fredrick (Dog)
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